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Abstract:

Literary criticism witnessed the emergence of new critical
approaches, whose trends differed in terms of focusing on one of the
poles of the literary work (the author, the text, and the recipient). The
interest in the author was in light of the contextual approaches, and the
systemic approaches came and focused on the text itself, and made it
the focus of the creative process. These two trends neglected the third
pole, which is the recipient of the literary work, until theories came that
focused on it, trying to highlight the fundamental role it plays in the
process of constructing meaning. Perhaps the most prominent of these
theories is the “reception theory,” which attempted to correct what its
predecessor had fallen into, and restored consideration to the third
element, which is the recipient. The focus of this study is to uncover the
concept of reception, with the possibility of unifying a comprehensive
concept for it, through the position of reception in the West and in the
Arab heritage. Then examine the most important terms of reception,
which is the horizon of waiting or (the horizon of expectation), and the
phenomena that reveal the mechanism of expectation in Ahmed Al-
Saleh’s poetry. This study concluded with a number of points, the most
important of which are: The theory of reception brought about a radical
revolution in the critical path and previous studies, such that it focused
its attention on a party that had long been absent in the critical arena,
namely the reader. The suggestive words in Al-Saleh’s poetry also had
an impact. In the recipient, through the multiple functions of language
that words perform, either through language, or through a strange and
exciting image.

Keywords:
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