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Abstract:

The study aims to shed light on the features of the Czech writer Franz
Kafka in the works of the Saudi novelist Abdo Khal, who was
thematically and structurally influenced by Kafka. It attempts to highlight
the interaction of Saudi literature with world literature by reshaping
human experiences and perspectives within a different cultural context,
thereby enhancing literary dialogue across cultures and eras. The
research sample was selected from narrative works that clearly show
this influence, including novels and short story collections such as
(Death Passes Through Here, Mua, Immorality, and Throwing Sparks.)
The study adopts the descriptive—analytical approach to analyze texts,
utilizing thematic analysis tools to explore themes such as oppression
by authority, isolation, and existential absurdity. The motif that shaped
these themes in Kafka’s work, specifically the father—son conflict, was
also examined. This methodology was chosen particularly because it is
open to psychoanalytic and comparative literature approaches. The
study is divided into two main sections: a theoretical part and an
applied one. The first section focuses on Kafka's bleakness, which
gave rise to the term "Kafkaesque" or "Kafkaism," defining and analyzing
its key characteristics. It also discusses Kafka's influence on global and
Arab literature, highlighting Arab critical efforts in studying Kafka, and
reviews the main previous studies used in this research. Additionally,
the theoretical section introduces Abdo Khal and his literature,
highlighting the influence of Kafka in his narrative works. The applied
section focuses on analyzing selected narrative works where Khal’s
thematic influence from Kafka is evident, such as (strained father—son
relationships, oppression and authority’s influence, existential anxiety,
and human metamorphosis) and structurally, such as (the nightmarish
scene, magical realism, and the internal development of characters).
This is followed by the conclusion and results.
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