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Abstract

The Interpretation of Verbs of the Heart and Its Effect on

Semantic Performance (A Theoretical and Applied Study)

By: Dr. Obaid bin Ahmed bin Obaid Al-Malki
Associate Professor of Grammar and Morphology, Al-Baha University.

This research analyzes "verbs of the heart" (af'al al-qulub)
in Arabic, focusing on how their interpretation shapes semantic
meaning. It addresses the core problem that the meaning of
these verbs (e.g., zanna 'to think,' ra'a 'to see') is not fixed but
shifts based on context, posing a challenge for grammatical and
exegetical analysis. Using inductive and analytical methods,
the study traces the term's grammatical evolution, explains its
unique properties like cancellation (al-ilgha') and suspension
(al-ta'liq), and highlights the distinction between a verb's lexical
meaning and its contextual semantic meaning, confirming
context as the decisive factor in determining certainty versus
conjecture.

The research provides applied analysis of Quranic verses
containing verbs like zanna, ra'a, and hasiba, demonstrating
how their precise connotation directly impacts a verse's
interpretation, such as distinguishing the disbelievers'
“conjecture” (doubt) from the believers' "conjecture"
(certainty). It concludes that verbs of the heart are a
fundamental, flexible component of Arabic grammar whose
meaning is fully realized only through its context.

Finally, the study recommends intensifying applied
research on these verbs in the Quran, enhancing educational
curricula to include semantic analysis, and expanding research
to encompass comparative linguistics to enrich overall
linguistic understanding.

Keywords: Verbs of the Heart, Semantics, Context,
Interpretation, Arabic Grammar, Holy Quran.
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