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Abstract
Manifestations of Bedouinism in Narrative Fiction: A
Study of Awad Al-Osaimi's Novel "*Nar Al-Markh""

By: Dr. Dalal bint Bandar Al-Malki
Associate Professor of Literature and Criticism, College of Arabic
Language, Imam Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University.

This research examines the manifestations of Bedouinism
(al-Badawah) in Awad Al-Osaimi's novel, "Nar Al-Markh,"
uncovering its cultural and social dimensions through the study
of characters, spatial structure, and social behaviors. The study
aims to trace the representations of Bedouin life as manifested
in the conflict between the authentic Bedouin lifestyle and the
emergent urban one, focusing on the Bedouin character
shocked by the city and the urban character shocked by the
desert. Using a descriptive-analytical methodology, the
research analyzes how the novel reflects the concept of
Bedouinism as an integrated system based on place (the desert),
the individual (the Bedouin), and the community (the tribe).

The research explores how the desert environment has shaped
the Bedouin character's identity and physical and psychological
traits, where the Bedouin becomes an objective correlative of
the harsh nature, resembling the camel in patience and the
rugged land in toughness. The study also demonstrates that
Bedouinism is not merely a material way of life but a moral
structure manifested in values, customs, and rituals, such as
generosity, tribal loyalty, and marriage rites. The study
concludes that the novel embodies the civilizational conflict
between Bedouinism and urbanism, highlighting how the
Bedouin's identity remains tied to its spatial and cultural roots
even after moving to the city, creating a hybrid identity living
on the border between two lives.

Keywords: Bedouinism, Narrative Fiction, Nar Al-Markh,
Identity, Place, Saudi Novel.
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