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The Imagination of Dust: A Phenomenological Reading in
the Novel ""The Dust of the Stranger™ by Hazza Al-Barari
Abstract:

This study aims to reveal the mechanism of operation of the
imagination of natural elements, specifically the imagination of
dust, based on its being the element of the physical formation of the
human being, and the nature of its impact on it in the process of life
and its consequences, taking the novel "The Dust of the Stranger™
by the Jordanian novelist Hazza Al-Barari as a model for reading
and analysis, and the research problem lies in the network of social,
cultural, religious and psychological relations that dust creates
between the characters of the novel on the one hand, and the natural
elements with a earthly dimension on the other hand. This study
raises several questions, including: What is the role of dust in
building the human imagination, and how does it affect man's vision
and philosophy of himself and the beings around him? What is the
nature of the relationship that soil creates with the political, social,
cultural and religious context through the main actor, which is the
human being, and how is soil formed, as a discourse charged with
cultural memory and a system of symbols and premises, and affects
the personalities’ becoming and process, and contributes to the
creation of multiple and varied conflicts? To answer the main
research question, the study used the phenomenological
understanding according to its theoretical and critical determinants
in Gaston Bachelard's writings of fire, water, air and space,
specifically the earth, as a semantic center of earth. The study was
divided into five axes: the cultural memory of dust, the damage of
the body and the waste of erosis, motherhood and the space of
formation and dispossession, the hostile imagination of things and
its opposite dualities, and representations of conflict and its
direction. One of the results of the study was to reveal the semantic
and cultural stock of soil and to show its relationship to the
formation of female and male characters and draw conflict, and to
highlight the role of narrative discourse in monitoring the network
of soil relations, its dominance, its manifestations, forms of
presence, and images.

Keywords: imaginary, dirt, phenomenology, eros, conflict.
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