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Abstract
Features of the Comparison Between Abia Tammam and
al-Buhturi in "'Sirr al-Fasahah' by Ibn Sinan al-Khafajt
(d. 466 AH)

By: Dr. Ahmed Ragab Hegazy

Lecturer, Department of Rhetoric, Literary Criticism, and
Comparative Literature, Faculty of Dar al-Ulum, Cairo University.

This research analytically and deductively investigates the
features of the implicit critical comparison (Mufadalah) between the
poets Abl Tammam and al-BuhturT in Ibn Sinan al-Khafajt's "Sirr
al-Fasahah" (The Secret of Eloquence). It aims to demonstrate that
although al-Khafaji never explicitly stated he was conducting a
comparison, he presented a clear, albeit implicit, critical judgment
favoring al-Buhturi over Abi Tammam. To achieve this, the study
employs an inductive-analytical methodology, cataloging and
classifying al-Khafajt's critical verdicts on the two poets across three
main axes: the eloquence of the single word, the eloquence of
composition, and the soundness of meaning.

Through this analysis, the study reveals that al-Khafajt
consistently used Abii Tammam's poetry as a prime example of
rhetorical and critical flaws, employing sharp and often sarcastic
language, particularly concerning metaphor and verbal complexity.
In contrast, al-BuhturT is presented as a model poet to be emulated,
whose verses are cited to establish principles of poetic excellence
and praised with admiration. The research thus deduces that al-
Khafajt's critique of Abi Tammam was severe, extending from
textual criticism to personal censure, while he made excuses for al-
Buhturi and elevated him to a poetic ideal.

Consequently, the study concludes that the comparison in "Sirr
al-Fasahah" was not incidental but a deliberate and meticulously
executed critical project, concealed within a framework of rhetorical
theorization. The research thereby argues that al-Khafaji, through
his applied method, decisively sided with al-BuhturT in the historic
critical rivalry, making his book a crucial document that reveals a
clear bias towards al-Buhturi's natural poetic style over Abu
Tammam's more artificial one.

Keywords: Mufadalah (Comparison), Ibn Sinan al-Khafaji, Abi
Tammam, al-Buhturi, Literary Criticism, Sirr al-Fasahah.
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