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Abstract
The Sheikhdom of the Maghrebis in Egypt and the Levant
during the Ayyubid and Mamluk Eras (589-923 AH / 1193-
1517 AD)

Dr. Nahed Qarni Abdul Hamid
PhD in Islamic History - Faculty of Dar al-Ulum, Cairo University

This research studies and analyzes the phenomenon of the
"Sheikhdom of the Maghrebis," the administrative office that
organized the affairs of North African communities in Egypt
and the Levant during the Ayyubid and Mamluk periods. The
study aims to trace the origins of this system, the reasons behind
the special privileges granted to Maghrebis, such as dedicated
quarters and endowments (awgaf), and to uncover the
administrative, judicial, and social duties undertaken by the
"Sheikh of the Maghrebis," as well as the relationship between
this position and the ruling authorities in Damascus and Cairo.

The research reveals that allocating specific quarters for
Maghrebis in frontier cities like Alexandria, Jerusalem, and
Tripoli was a deliberate policy by rulers such as Saladin,
intended to create a reliable demographic and military force
against Crusader attacks. The office of the "Sheikh of the
Maghrebis" first emerged in Jerusalem in 589 AH and evolved
into an administrative institution with extensive powers,
holding the Sheikh responsible for his community's security,
endowment management, and dispute resolution. The study
also clarifies how the selection of the Sheikh transitioned from
an internal community matter to a formal system supervised by
the Mamluk state, reflecting the strategic and social importance
of the Maghrebi communities during that era.

Keywords: Sheikhdom of the Maghrebis, Ayyubid Period,
Mamluk Period, Maghrebi Quarter, Awgaf, Social History.
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