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The Paradigm of Linguistic Inference: Methodology and
Structure

Abstract

Discussing the relationship between paradigms of linguistic
inference, jurisprudential deduction, and Aristotelian reasoning
necessitates dedicating a study to the paradigm of linguistic inference.
Such a study should establish its foundations and delve into its
methodology and structure, given the absence of these aspects in both
Avrabic studies and the works of Arabists. This necessity stems from the
paradigm’s role as the cornerstone of these three models, particularly
from the perspective of the researcher as a linguist.

The study addresses the dimensions of methodology and structure
in the paradigm of linguistic inference, considering them as the
standard by which the specificity of the linguistic paradigm can be
measured.

The study begins with the premise that inference, in general, serves
as a tool for generating knowledge by transferring a claim into an
evidence-supported idea. Consequently, it seeks to extract the
methodology or cognitive mechanism specific to linguistic inference,
which enables it to function as a tool for producing linguistic
knowledge—referred to in the study as the “Inference Standard.” The
study then proceeds to examine the structure of inference,
encompassing its stages, procedures, and the functions of these
procedures.

The study relies on reviewing the process of inference as
established in the foundational texts of jurisprudence and as practiced
in linguistic studies. It then charts this process to outline its trajectory
and uncover its underlying mechanism.

The study’s most notable accomplishment lies in the novelty of its
propositions, such as the “Inference Standard,” which it identifies as
the methodology underlying inference; the “Inference Diagram,” which
reflects its structure; and the mechanism of linguistic inference, which
demonstrates its effectiveness, facilitates its understanding, and
simplifies its discussion in light of comparable paradigms, whether in

traditional sciences or contemporary linguistics.
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