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The efforts of the Arabic Language Academy in Damascus and

its role in verifying and publishing manuscripts.

Abstract

This research discusses the efforts of the Arabic Language Academy
in Damascus and its role in the authentication and publication of
manuscripts in general and in Arabic sciences in particular. The Arabic
Language Academy in Damascus is considered the most prestigious
language academy in the Arab world, having served the Arabic language,
its literature, and its treasures for over a century. Its experience in
acquiring, authenticating, and publishing manuscripts is pioneering and
has had a significant impact in preserving Arabic manuscript heritage
from loss, making it accessible to scholars and researchers, many of
whom have dedicated themselves to its authentication and revival.

The research begins by introducing the Arabic Language Academy
in Damascus, covering its establishment and its founding members, who
spared much effort in laying its foundations. It also highlights the
academy’s objectives and the key tasks it has undertaken to serve the
Arabic language and its literature.

The study then examines the academy’s efforts and role in collecting
and authenticating heritage in general, providing examples of the most
significant works authenticated in various fields. It proceeds to discuss
the specific efforts dedicated to the authentication and publication of
manuscripts related to Arabic linguistic sciences, including grammar,
language, and literature, among others. The research also identifies the
most important authenticated manuscripts in these fields, offering a
detailed analysis of some to demonstrate the academy’s role in
safeguarding vital Arabic manuscripts from extinction and loss.

In the conclusion of the study, it asserts that the Arabic Language
Academy in Damascus has played a pioneering role in the preservation,
authentication, and publication of manuscripts. The academy has made
tremendous efforts in this regard and has contributed invaluable
manuscripts to the Arabic library. It is our duty to continue what the
academy has started through academic and scientific institutions,
libraries, and manuscript preservation centers, so that we may work
together in safeguarding this invaluable cultural heritage and reviving it
before it is lost to oblivion.

Keywords: Arabic Language Academy, Damascus, authentication,
publication, manuscripts.
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