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Towards a New Division of Arabic Metonymy
Abstract:

Arabic metonymy has had scholars’ attention. However, its
division has not changed since al-Jurjanai, al-Sakkaki, and al-
Qazwini divided it except for one attempt by Balgasim Hamam who
suggested a new division in 2006. He divided metonymy into two
categories: individual metonymy and social metonymy. The current
paper is to examine the development of metonymy and aims to
present a new division that can be added to metonymy categories,
which divides metonymy into individual metonymy and collective
metonymy. The paper concludes that scholars have not identified
the number of metonymy contiguities to categorize the metonymy
into near and far metonymy, and that far metonymy can be
transferred into near one by its common among society. Another
conclusion is that categorizing metonymy is a relative judgment,
and the new suggest division can be smoothly added to the old

Arabic metonymy existing divisions without conflicts.

Keywords: rhetoric, contiguities, near metonymy, far metonymy.
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The target meaning is conceptually more prominent (foregrounded) than the
source meaning and consequently it is also the target meaning that is available.
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Metonymy “takes its expression from near and close things and by which we
can comprehend a thing that is not denominated by its proper word’.
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