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Textual Cohesion in Al-Samaw’al’s Lamiyyah
Dr. Mutlag Mohammad Mubarak Al-Mershad
International University of Science and Technology - Kuwait
Abstract

This research sheds light on the renowned Lamiyyah of Al-
Samaw’al, also known as Lamiyyah al-Yahiid, analyzing it from a
textual linguistics perspective. The study is based on textual
cohesion (sabk and habk), two of the seven criteria defined by
scholars Robert de Beaugrande and Wolfgang Dressler. The poem
is examined in terms of its internal textual coherence, focusing on
the structural and semantic relationships that contribute to its unity.

One of the key aspects of this study is its emphasis on revealing
the cohesive features of the poem as the main corpus of analysis by
applying the principles of sabk (textual surface cohesion)
and habk (textual deep cohesion) along two parallel lines. The first
focuses on form, examining the arrangement of structures and
vocabulary that enhance textual cohesion at the surface level. The
second delves into content, identifying how the poem’s ideas
interconnect and develop meaningfully. The interplay between the
linguistic and thematic dimensions provides an interpretative
threshold, where semantic insights emerge from textual structures.

The study concludes that there is a strong alignment between
form, meaning, and overall significance in the poem. This indicates
that Al-Samaw’al carefully composed and refined his poem before
presenting it to his intended audience, ensuring both structural
integrity and expressive depth.
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