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Abstract:

This study explores the complex relationship between language
and dramatic space in the works of Saudi playwright Malha
Abdullah, considering her as a contemporary model of the female
theatrical experience in the Arabian Gulf. In her plays, language
and space are intertwined elements in the construction of the
dramatic text and cannot be separated from the cultural, social, and
political contexts surrounding them. The research is based on the
hypothesis that space in Malha Abdullah’s theatre is not
constructed as a static material entity but rather as a living symbolic
system that is evoked through language and reshaped through
dialogue and dramatic situations.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology
supported by a theoretical framework that combines symbolic
analysis, social critique, and spatial theory in drama. It is based on
the analysis of selected theatrical texts that represent the aesthetic
and intellectual dimensions of the playwright’s work. The research
focuses on the patterns through which dramatic space is formed in
these texts and how it contributes to highlighting psychological
tensions, intensifying conflict, and constructing spatial symbolism
as an active narrative tool—one in which the psychological
dimension interweaves with the social, and the historical intersects
with the symbolic.

The findings show that language in these plays goes beyond its
communicative function, assuming instead a constructive role
through which characters shape their symbolic space and reinterpret
and confront reality. Thus, theatrical space in these texts emerges
as a dynamic entity that transforms according to language and
interacts with the internal experiences of the characters, turning the
stage into a space for interpretation, symbolic expression, and
resistance.

Keywords:

Dramatic space, theatrical language, Malha Abdullah, spatial
representation, theatrical discourse.
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