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Abstract

Colors have been closely associated with human life
throughout the ages, embedding themselves deeply in our human
consciousness. Through them, we express what goes on in our
minds, contributing to the formation of imagery. As colors and their
connotations have found their way into every aspect of life, it is
only natural that they would also enter the realm of poetic
creativity. Poets since ancient times have attempted to infuse shades
of symbolism and suggestion through color, going beyond its
superficial meaning to expand the range of interpretation, relying
on the recipient’s cultural and traditional background, while also
enhancing the aesthetic value of the literary work.

Ibn Darraj (d. 421 AH) is considered one of the most prominent
poets of the ‘Amiri state era in Andalusia (366—422 AH). His poetry
gained wide recognition and held a prestigious literary status in the
courts of kings and princes. Numerous studies have examined his
poetry from various perspectives and methodologies. However, the
color aspect of his poetry has not received much scholarly attention.
This study aims to reveal the artistic value of color imagery in Ibn
Darraj’s poetic collection. It adopts the semiotic-semantic approach
alongside psychological and descriptive methodologies. The study
explores both direct and indirect colors mentioned in his work,
considering the context and its impact on the formation of color
meanings in his poetry.

Ibn Darraj employed color on two levels in his diwan: the first
is the explicit use of color terms, while the second involves the
implicit suggestion of color through evocative words. The first
section of the study focuses on singular color images, in which the
poet uses only one color, either directly or indirectly. The second
section addresses compound color images, where lbn Darraj
integrates more than one color within a single poetic verse.

Keywords:

Color Semiotics — Ibn Darraj — Color Symbolism — Singular
Color Imagery — Compound Color Imagery
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