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The Impact of Principles for Resolving Contradictions on
Fasting-Related Issues: From Mughni al-Muhtaj for Al-
Sharbini

A Study in Islamic Jurisprudence and its Foundational
Principles

Abstract

Objectives: This research aims to address the issue of apparent
contradiction in Islamic legal texts that arises in the minds of
scholars (mujtahideen), particularly in texts related to fasting
rulings. The study explains the concept of apparent contradiction
(al-ta'arud al-zahiri), outlines the methodologies used by jurists to
resolve contradictions, and establishes conditions for determining
contradiction. This research demonstrates how principles of
contradiction resolution and methods of reconciliation affect
differences among jurists in establishing legal rulings on numerous
issues. The study adopts the majority opinion (madhhab al-jumbhiir)
that prioritizes reconciliation between evidences over preference
(tarjth) as the optimal approach for resolving apparent
contradictions in fasting-related texts. This approach is preferred
because giving preference to one opinion often weakens opposing
views and neglects evidence that may be valid in terms of
authenticity and authority. The research is limited to examining
apparently contradictory texts concerning fasting rulings from
Mughni al-Muhtaj by al-Sharbini, which is considered one of the
most important works in Shafi'i jurisprudence. The study also
includes several recommendations.

Methodology: This research employs an inductive, deductive,
and analytical approach based on examining evidences that suggest
apparent contradiction in the chapter on fasting from Mughni al-
Muhtaj. The study identifies the aspects of contradiction and
resolves them by presenting various juristic opinions on each issue.
It then weighs these opinions by applying the majority
methodology of resolving contradictions through reconciliation
between apparently contradictory evidences when possible.
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Results: The study concludes with several findings, including
the impact of contradiction principles and resolution methods on
differences among jurists in establishing legal rulings for many
issues, including those related to fasting. The study demonstrates
that reconciliation between evidences is possible and represents the
optimal approach according to the researcher, which can reduce the
scope of disagreement on certain issues. The reconciliation between
evidences and opinions serves as a means of convergence between
different schools of jurisprudence (madhahib). The researcher
recommends re-examining apparently contradictory evidences
across various chapters of Islamic jurisprudence and presenting
scholarly opinions on them, with the aim of resolving
contradictions through reconciliation when possible and
highlighting juristic diversity and the methodologies and
independent reasoning (ijtihad) used to reach legal rulings.

Keywords: Contradiction (ta'arud), Reconciliation (jam'),
Fasting (siyam), Comparative jurisprudence (figh mugaran),
Principles of jurisprudence (usil al-figh)
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