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Abstract

Title: The Methodologies of the Imams in Dealing with Solitary
Reports (Khabar al-Wahid) and its Impact on Juristic Differences

Author: Dr. Ikram Ahmed Bitar

This research provides a jurisprudential analysis of the
methodologies of the Four Imams in dealing with solitary reports
(Khabar al-Wahid). Using a comparative-analytical approach, the
study examines the conditions each Imam set for accepting these
reports and aims to demonstrate that juristic disagreement is a
natural outcome of differing foundational principles. Key points of
divergence are explored, such as whether a report establishes
certainty or probability and how it is handled when in conflict with
analogy (qgiyas) or established local practice.

The study concludes that while all Imams accept the authority of
solitary reports, their varied criteria are the primary source of valid
legal differences. It highlights that the Hanafis were the most
stringent in their conditions, the Malikis prioritized the practice of
Medina, and Imam Ahmad held that an authentic report establishes
certainty. This analysis affirms that understanding these distinct
methodologies is essential for comprehending the reasons behind
juristic disagreement.

Keywords: Solitary Report, Islamic Jurisprudence Principles,
Juristic Differences, Authority of Sunnah, Methodologies of
Imams, Analogy.
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