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Natural order in the popular proverbs of Al-Mutanabbi by Al-
Sahib bin Abbad (d.385 AH) and the semantic impact
Amna Rasheed Khabour Al-Shammari
Kuwait University - College of Literature - Department of Arabic Language
Abstract

This study examines the natural order in the popular proverbs of Al-
Mutanabbi by Al-Sahib bin Abbad (d. 385 AH) and its semantic implications.
It presents Al-Mutanabbi's deviation in the order of elements in nominal
sentences and verbal sentences. It also aims to clarify the meaning of deviation
in Al-Mutanabbi's poetry through context. Also, to show that this deviation
was not without apurpose or intention but rather had a rhetorical purpose and
aesthetic value aimed at strengthening the meaning and beauty of the
expression. The researcher attempted to identify the reasons that distinguish
Al-Mutanabbi from other poets, and provided an overview of the instances of
inversion, categorizing them, revealing their reasons, and their contextual
meanings to clarify the intended meaning.

This study revealed that Arabic proverbs were the subject of interest to
grammarians, who cited them to establish the rules of grammar. These
proverbs contributed to the construction of Arabic grammatical theory as one
of the manifestations of hearing in language, and the order, inversion, and
delay in them, whether in nominal or verbal sentences, represent the most
important characteristics of the Arabic language. This demonstrates its
flexibility and breadth, which has made it understandable across different
centuries. The research proved that the inversion and delay in nominal and
verbal sentences have one rule, which is to avoid ambiguity, while preserving
the order (the order of components and syntactic functions) is a branch of this.

Keywords: Natural order, Proverbs of Al-Mutanabbi, Al-Sahib ibn
Abbad, semantic impact.
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