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Abstract

The transmission of the Arabic language followed a distinct
trajectory compared to other sciences, particularly up to the end of
the first century and the middle of the second century of the Islamic
calendar. This transmission played a vital role in preserving the
Arabs’ understanding of the Qur’an, aiding exegetes in interpreting
its meanings and clarifying its expressions. A similar reliance on
oral tradition characterized the work of Hadith scholars. The
narration of linguistic and literary materials was a foundational step
toward establishing Arabic transmission as a structured field of
study, eventually developing into an independent discipline with its
own scholars, principles, and defining features.

This study focuses on the linguistic transmission of one of the
leading figures in this field, Muhammad ibn Ziyad al-A‘rabi, and
investigates his influence on the Kufan school of grammar. The
Kufan grammarians emphasized oral transmission, basing their
syntactical rules on the authentic speech of native Arabs. Al-
A’'rab1’s contribution is particularly evident in the extent to which
his narrations were relied upon to establish grammatical norms,
drawing from both Arabic poetry and prose. This influence is traced
through the analysis of grammatical texts that reflect his linguistic

legacy.
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