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Abstract

This study investigates the use of temporal anachronismin the
novel Tears of the Camels by the novelist Mohammed Ibrahim
(2008). The narrative revolves around camels as a central thematic
and symbolic device, serving as an objective correlative for several
emotionally and physically exhausted characters. The novel aligns
with postmodern narrative techniques, particularly through its
employment of temporal fragmentation and the blending of
multiple realities and spatial dimensions, which grants the temporal
structure—and specifically the chronological arrangement—a
distinct narrative value. This contribution focuses on how temporal
anachronism is manifested in the novel, through identifying its core
aspects: flashback (i.e., analepsis) and foreshadowing (i.e.,
prolepsis). It further explores the divergence between story
time and discourse time, and the artistic and aesthetic functions that
stem from this divergence. Ultimately, the study scrutinizes how
these narrative techniques contribute to the overall coherence and
depth of the novel’s structure.

Keywords: the novel, Tears of the Camels, narration, narrative
time, temporal anachronism
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