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The deputies of Baghdad during the Abbasid era
Ishaq bin Ibrahim, are an example
(198- 235AH / 813- 850AD)

D. Noura bint Ibrahim Al-Dhuwayher

Associate Professor, Department of History and Heritage
College of Languages and Social Sciences, Qassim University

Abstract

This study sheds light on a seasoned administrative figure who
served several Abbasid caliphs and played a prominent role during
both the early and later periods of the Abbasid era. This figure,
Ishaq ibn Ibrahim ibn Mus'ab, was appointed by Caliph al-Ma'mun
as the chief of police in Baghdad before being assigned as the city's
governor, with jurisdiction over multiple Iraqi cities. His tenure was
marked by prudent governance, organizational insight, and a
commanding presence that enabled him to manage Baghdad's
affairs effectively. Al-Ma'mun recommended to his brother and
successor, Caliph al-Mu'tasim, to confirm Ishag's appointment.
Thus, Ishag continued his service under al-Mu'tasim, even during
the capital’s relocation to Samarra. Throughout this period, he
maintained order, diligently quelled uprisings, and upheld both
religious and administrative directives issued by the caliphs. Ishag's
dedication and loyalty to the Abbasid caliphs earned him high
regard, as evidenced by their entrusting him with confidential
matters, endorsing his reappointments, and, on one occasion,
instructing the crown prince to visit him during an illness. Ishaq ibn
Ibrahim made significant contributions in religious, political, and
administrative domains, rendering invaluable services to the
Abbasid caliphate throughout his appointment.

Keywords: Ishag ibn Ibrahim, governance of Baghdad, al-Ma'mun,
Samarra, Sawad province.
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